
 

 

About Us



Who we are

Established in 2007

A private, non-profit 
organization, fully accredited 
by the Ministry of Culture of 
Latvia

Main sources of support 

● Donations 
● Foundation grants
● Membership fees
● Ministry of Culture, Latvia



Where we are

The collection is held 
in a space at the 
Latvian Library of 
Latvia in Riga.

On the way to 
a permanent 

location

In travelling and virtual 
exhibits, films, books, 
databases, our bilingual 
webpage 
www.lapamuzejs.lv 



Our goals

Collect objects 
and stories  from 
Latvians outside of 
Latvia

Research and tell the 
200 year history of 
Latvian emigrants.

Inspire the public to 
connect and engage with 
their family history and 
Latvian heritage.



 

 
“Latvians Abroad” is the 
only museum in the world 
whose main mission is to 
collect and display 
artifacts, photographs, 
stories about emigration 
from Latvia and life in the 
diaspora! 



 

 

● objects
● documents
● photographs
● interviews about emigration, re-emigration 

and lives lived abroad
● material from field work in USA, Canada, 

Brazil, Norway, Great Britain and Russia 

More than 18 000 objects in the 
museum collection



Engage! 
Donate your heirloom to 
the permanent collection. 
More info at www.lapamuzejs.lv 



Stāstu sega

Digital Exhibitions
Latvieša koferis

Latviešu pēdas pasaulē

Cita Sibīrija

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 (2018 – 2020)

Noteworthy projects

 

 

 



 

 

“Story Quilt”
A unique gift to Latvia on 
its centenary. 1097 
handmade squares from 
Latvians worldwide 
vibrantly connects 
generations with Latvia. 



 

 

“I (too) am Latvian” 

Brimming with stories, 
photographs and artifacts, the 
exhibit showcases “being 
Latvian”abroad.
 

.     



2nd place
2020 awarded by 

the Museum 
Association of 

Latvia ! 

 

 

Escape Room and 
Exhibit “World War II 
Refugees”

Occupation at the end of WWII led 
many to flee Latvia. The 
role-playing game includes an 
exhibit of items that refugees took 
with them into exile. 
 

Over 2400 
players!



2021

Current projects

 

 

 



 

 

Latvian Folk Costumes 
Abroad 
Showcasing the weavers, the sewers, the 
wearers, the stories of Latvian folk costumes 
abroad. 

Exhibit will debut in Rīga during the Latvian 
Song and Dance Festival 2023.

In the works



 

 

Documentary “Valiant!”
Film director Mara Pelēcis partners with 
“Latvians Abroad” on this full-length 
documentary about New Jersey (USA) 
Latvian Juris Bļodnieks, his Plymouth 
Valiant and diaspora anti-soviet 
demonstrations. USA premiere in summer 
2022. 

In the works



 

 

“Nyet, Nyet, Soviet!” exhibit

The expansive exhibit about anti-soviet 
demonstrations abroad during the Cold 
War will open at the Latvian Railway 
History Museum in Rīga May 2022. 

In the works



 

 

Orienteering Game 
“Rīga 1944” 

What was civilian life like in Rīga 
during World War II? Solve, 
locate, uncover history with this 
innovative gaming app. 



 

 

DP album
A digital database of 
photographs depicting the lives 
of Latvians in Displaced Persons 
camps (1945-1951). To preserve 
future accessibility to the public, 
“Latvians Abroad” is incorporating 
this previously independent 
database into its collection.  

In the works



 

 

Across the Iron 
Curtain 

Research project on letters 
written between Latvians in 
the diaspora and Soviet Latvia 



Please contact us!

Contacts in Latvia

info@lapamuzejs.lv

Ph: +371 29175510

www.lapamuzejs.lv

Facebook: 
@Latvians Abroad

Collection housed at

Mūkusalas iela 3, Rīga 
(National Library of Latvia)

Office address: Akmeņu iela 21/23, 
Rīga, LV-1048

Contact in USA

Latvian Diaspora Museum Fund 

Sarma Muižniece Liepiņa
sarma.muizniece.liepina@lap
amuzejs.lv
Ph: 978-352-6328

Maija Hinkle
maija.hinkle@lapamuzejs.lv
Ph: 607-273-1319

Become a “Latvians Abroad - 
museum and research center” 
supporter or member!

Further info at www.lapamuzejs.lv



Main sponsors


